
 
 

 

 
 

CIE Australia 

 The Australian National Committee of Registered as CIE Australia Inc. 
 the International Commission on Illumination Associations Registration No: A0022976Z 
 www.cie.org.au ABN: 32 301 390 692 

 
 

President’s Report 

for 

CIE Australia 2016 AGM 
 
 
It seems only a short time since I took over as President (Chairman) of CIE Australia from 
Steve Jenkins at our 2015 AGM in March last year.  In that time there have been some 
highlights and some lowlights… 
 
In April 2015 we hosted outgoing CIE General Secretary Martina Paul as well as Division 2 
Director Peter Blattner and incoming CIE General Secretary Kathryn Nield in Melbourne to 
look at the proposed venues for the CIE 2016 Lighting Quality and Energy Efficiency 
Conference and associated Division and Technical Committee meetings which were held 
in Melbourne in March 2016.  It was a fruitful visit and they were certainly very happy with 
the proposed venues. 
 
From 28th June to 4th July 2015 there was the 28th Session of the CIE in Manchester, UK.  
This is THE major event on the CIE calendar – it is held every four years and marks the 
handover between one CIE President and the next.  Ann Webb handed over to Yoshi 
Ohno who will serve as President of the CIE until the 29th Session in Washington DC in 
2019. 
 
Prior to the Session starting there was a General Assembly of all National Committees of 
the CIE.  I represented CIE Australia at this meeting.  As charged at our 2015 AGM, I 
raised two points in general business of the meeting.  The first was the disappointment of 
some CIE Australia members that it was not possible to register for the Div/TC meetings 
only: if someone wanted to attend only the TC meetings they had to pay for registration for 
the entire conference which was most expensive.  The second point was that the 
determination of the CIE dues was unfair to Australia as it is based on a “UN coefficient” 
whereas in reality Australia has a very small lighting community compared to other similar 
sized economies.  Both points were noted.  Several other Australians attended the 
Session, including Ian Cowling, Wenye Hu and Steve Jenkins. 
 
Our Professional Conference Organiser (PCO) for the CIE 2016 conference, John Cullen, 
also attended and had a stall in the main display area.  He did a great job engaging the 
attendees and the exhibitors to attract people to attend the conference in Melbourne. 
 
In August 2015 we sadly received the news that John Cullen, our PCO for CIE 2016, had 
passed away suddenly and unexpectedly.  This threw the organisation of the conference 
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into a slight disarray as we had to start the process of seeking and appointing a new PCO 
from scratch.  Finally in October we appointed a new PCO, HI Events from Brisbane, as 
the new PCO for the conference and they got into action straight away to create an online 
registration page for the conference as well as taking over the liaison with the venues 
which I had taken over in the brief time we were without a PCO. 
 
The CIE 2016 conference was held from the 2nd to 9th March 2016.  Scientifically speaking 
it was a great success and practically all of the feedback that I received was positive – 
several people told me that it was the best conference that I had been to.  I think this was 
a great kudos for CIE Australia, for CIE and for Melbourne.  Almost everything went off 
without a hitch (just some minor AV issues that were mainly the responsibility of the 
venue) and I personally thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 
Unfortunately, though, the aim of the Conference was to be successful and to provide a 
financial windfall that could help CIE Australia pay its dues to the CIE for the next 20 years 
and this aim was not met.  While the three previous conferences had had in excess of 300 
people attending, our conference only had around 180 people.  We had budgeted for a 
worst case of 250 people attending which was then revised to around 210 people when it 
was clear that the numbers were not going to be there and some changes were made.  
Unfortunately the last minute rush of registrations that many had predicted would happen 
didn’t happen, and so the conference was financially a disaster for CIE Australia.  Instead 
of providing a financial security for the years to come it has lost a significant amount of 
money and added a burden of debt to our already precarious financial situation. 
 
As president of CIE Australia and Chair of the Local Organising Committee I take the 
responsibility for this loss and am prepared to tender my resignation if desired.  I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank some members of the Local Organising Committee, 
namely Steve Jenkins, Ian Cowling and Steve Coyne for their support and also thank Ian 
Cowling, Veronica Garcia-Hansen and Steve Jenkins for their excellent contribution to the 
International Scientific Committee for the Conference. 
 
Finally I would like to mention that I think that CIE Australia really needs to improve its 
performance in future.  We need to have a better system for recording our members and 
reminding them to contribute their dues to CIE Australia every year, and we also need to 
consider how to provide a better service to our members: perhaps by holding more 
technical sessions or seminars to increase the value of the membership from just receiving 
a discount on purchase of CIE publications. 
 
We face a challenging next few years. 
 
Tony Bergen 
President, CIE Australia 
2nd May 2016 


